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/ V. 11. W Y. The picure is: Just as the eagle does not bear Mn%ivn 502 nnnwn
lly young aloft sleeping or in a passive condition but rather first stirs. the w'
nest up and then spreads_its. wings nof _sunder bat_above. its. nestlings,_so
thut, with keen courageous eyes they fly up-to rest on the mother’s. outspread
winhs 1waxtmg them angg and with free, conscious, brave decision trust

Q ﬂmnscmﬂd flight into the heights—the eaglets must fly up
ol of the nest by themselves, set themselves on the wing—: so did God L

st awaken His people and get them used to have the courage o trust | C_’f)

themselves with free-willed decision and full consciousness to His guidance.
This consciots free-willed trust was the preliminary condition for the whole
(!l of the future further guidance and was to make them fit and suitable and
worthy of it. Only a young eagie has the courage to leave the firm, warm |
secure nest and trust himself to the wpward flight into the isolating heights -
where his parent hovers. And it does require courage, while everywhere
men and nations only feel themselves secure in the comfortable life built
{ C up on human power and art, to sacrifice all the life of purely matetial -
human greatness and imagined security, and bring into it all that is spiritual
and .moral of the life men are meant to live; and it does require courage
to deny this worshipping of nature and men, and to reach the lofty heights
of mind and morals which Man can and should soar up to, tum from the
geniuses of the world, and alone with one's God give oneself over to the
‘],t Almighty Wings of the One Unique God. And to obtain this courage,
which can only be found in firm rock-like trust in the guidance of God,
the whole wandering in the wilderness with all its experiences and teachings
was B_i'ven to_awaken, educate and train the People of God. For just as
the uphftmg power of the eagle ‘alone bears the young with it up into
the isolating heights so:
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Swme PR TP WY - You forgot the [Mighty] Rock Wha bore you. We are all included in God's ex-
@ istence, and His consciousness encompasses all our separate existences. Maimonides devotes
a chapter in his Guide for the Perplexed (1:16) to an examination of the ierm “rock™: It is a term
~foR denoting a hard stone, like flint.. It is further a term denoting the quarry from which quarry-stones are
?3 M hewn. Thus: “Look unto the rock whence you were hewn” (Is; 51:7). Subsequently, in derivation from this
plast meaning, the term was used to figuratively to designate thé voot and principle of everything. 1t is on
account of this that after saying “Lock unto the rock whence you were hewn,” Scripture continues: “Look
unto Abraham your father” (1s. 51:2], giving. ..an interpretation according to which “the rock whence you
were hewn” is “Abraham your father.” Tread therefore in his footsteps, adhere to his religion, and acquire
his character, inasmutch as the nature of a quarry ought to be present in what is hewn from it. On account
i of this last meaning God...is designated as rock, as He is the principle and efficient cause of all things
other than Himself
Maimonides concludes the chapter by citing the verse where God says to Moses: Behold,
there is a place with Me (Ex. 33:21). If you, Moses, exist, it is because 1, God, share 2 place with
you. God is the origin of the world, not in the sense of creating it long ago, but in the sense that
{{ the root is the origin of the tree. (Between Philosophy and Halgkhah, pp. 194-195)

Rashi comments: Our Rabbis explained the word ¢ homiletically to mean: When God comes to
bestow good upon you, you provoke Him to anger, and weaken [vera] His power to do you good. When
Israel sins, God is in a sense “helpless.” My instructor in cheder described how God cries in
meurning for His Temple during the nine-day mourning period leading up to Tisha BAv. |
q{ asked him, “T don't understand. Why does God have 10 cry? He is omnipotent! With His word
He created the entive woTldT Certainly He can rehuiid the Temm’ ‘
As a'child T did not comprehend my rebbe’s answer. Many years later | understood that God -

cannot act alone, so 10 speak. T._h_ezg 13 1o awakening above (is'arusa dil'cila) without a cor-

responding awzkening below (is'arusq dil'tata}. Man himself must reveal the Shechingh. Man

@ can find God in every event, time, and place—{rom the morning sunrise through the evening

sunset: in the seas and the growth in the field, in the night stars and the sand of the sea, in

everything which surrounds him and is within him. God is indeed omnipotent, but the 1ask of
revealing His pres_e_gce is the great mission of His people.

When one recites a berachah over food or drink, he in essence is saying, “Master of the

Universe. You are bidden behind a cloud; no one seés You. Yet, as I drink this glass of water, 1
The very fact that I can eat, that my body absorbs food, that I can digest,
and the creation of food tiself, is

77[ reveal Your presence.
indeed the entire biological process behind food consumption p
testimony to Your presence. Through this recognition 1 am removing the obscuring cloud; 1 am

:b revealing You.” (Derashot Harav. pp. 12, 40-41)
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